““They came to us when we most needed them,
during those difficult, uncertain days o
of our War of Independence in 1948.

HEROES
from A BROAD

FULFILLING
the DREAM

The Machal & Aliyah Bet Legacy

North American Volunteers in Israel’s War of Independence

ew Americans realize that North American volunteers played a

critical role in the epic battles for the liberation of the Jewish people

following World War II. Approximately 1,500 young Americans and
Canadians participated in this extraordinary story of rescue. They risked their
lives and citizenship by coming to the aid of the Jewish remnant in Europe and
the embattled Jewish forces in Israel.

For decades these Jewish and Christian volunteers were reluctant to share their
stories because their service in the Israeli armed forces had been considered
illegal by both the U.S. and Canadian governments.

Yet due chiefly to the lifelong efforts of Dr. Ralph Lowenstein
and the American Veterans of Israel (AVI), a unique and
impressive collection of records, the Machal and Aliyah Bet
Archives, came into existence. With their recent acquisition
by the American Jewish Historical Society (ATHS), a new
generation of Americans and Israelis can now research and
honor the contributions of North Americans to Israel’s

ulous creation.

Caption for group photo above: This group of men, almost all Machal, are shown in front of their
B-17 shortly before it took off for Israel from Zatec airport in Czechoslovakia in July 1948. These

planes remained the only heavy bombers in the Isracli Air Force for the duration of the war.

Victory in 1948 War — America
Supplied Ships and Air Power

heodor Herzl, founder of modern Zionism,
wrote, “If you will it it is not a dream.” Fifty-
one years after the First World Zionist

Congress in Basel, Switzerland, in 1897, Israel became an
independent state.

Zionist pioneers in Palestine exerted the greatest
personal labors and suffered the greatest personal
losses to make this dream come true. But North
American Jews created political support for the United
Nation’s vote on statchood and provided the bulk of the
financial support necessary for a military victory.

Approximately 1,500 men and women- Jews and Christians—

served provided the critical dis of
Victory in two areas-the ships that brought manpower to Isracl
from the death camps of Europe, and thedair force’s Air Transport
Command and fighter aircraft.

New York City
Tsrael Defense Forces ‘The IAF could not have come into being.....
without the high standards and professionalism of the Machal
volunteers. Not enough tribute has been given
t0 Machal in this respect. ”

ANation with few weapons now had an ample supply

Tt is generally accepted that without American volunteer pilots, Israel

would not have been able to flyits heavy bombers or transport planes,

! Ina

pilots
disassembled fighter planes and an incredible 35 tons of arms and
ammanition, including 15,000 rifles 4,000 machine guns and 3 million

rounds of ammunition.
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Quietly Acquiring Arms and Ships

In July 1945, 2 committee of 19 American Jewish leaders convened
in New York City at the request of David Ben-Gurion, then
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Jewish Agency for
Palestine. The committee became known as the Sonneborn
Institute, named for its chairman, Rudolf Sonneborn, scion of
awealthy Baltimore family and friend of Ben-Gurion. The
commilttee’s assignment was covertly to acquire ships for Aliyah
Betand buy arms for the Haganah

Menlike Shepard Broad, a Florida businessman,civic leader
and philanthropist, helped negotiate the purchase of ships,
RupoLE S )
UPOLE SONNERORN M such as the Peducaand the Tradewinds.
SHEPARD BROAD The Sonneborn Institute raised money, purchased ships and sent

warchouses full of contraband supplics to the Land of Isracl until
1949, and then quietly disbanded.

British Marines Board the Tradewinds

For a Short Time Near to Home
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Internment in Cyprus
Internmentcampsin Cypros ad ben i by the i
forGermanprsonesof warin Workd Wr L. The Paducaks

dayasthe Pudsca. On thelefs o Loper from Spain, Cyprus with his Jewis
the Northland's cook, and on the ights Howard (Ecdic)

Eidmondson, Noriland messman, rom New Yok City,one
of two Aftican Americans who volunteeredfo Alya Bet.

‘The Paducah Captured at Sea
Th shadowed by a growing

ship, which was towed into Haifa on




Alivah Bet Paved Way for Israel’s Birth North American Ships Bringing Refugees to Palestine and Israel

How one ship helped create a Jewish state
At the end of WWII, over 200,000 Holocaust survivors,
their families decimated and their former communities Beauharnois/josiah Wedgwood
N . Built 1944; former Canadian navy corvette HMCS Beauharnois
destroyed, remained confined to squalid Displaced Departed New York Citys took on 1,257 refugees in Sicily
Persons (DP) camps. The Western nations and the Intercepted by Royal Navy June 27, 1946
British in Palestine refused to admit more than a tiny Refugees and crew interned in Athli, Palestine
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Entering British Mandate Palestine

First launched in 1928, the President Warfield saw service in
World War I before it was purchased by Aliyah Bet. Under
new name, Exodus 1947, it transported 4,500
Holocaust survivors to the coast of Palestine

a : before Royal Navy destroyers intercepted it
W
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Passengers and crew threw potatoes and cans
of kosher meat at the British marine board-
ing party. The British responded with tear
gas,fire hoses and lead-weighted truncheons.
The second mate of the Exodusand two

passengers were killed in the melee.

= In response, underground Jewish organizations
",“mm\\ o PCA  organized “Aliyah Bet the landestine immigration
AR WSSl movement, o smuggle Jews into Palestine. Financed
e S largely by U.S. and Canadian philanthropists, they
acquired U.S. ships to run the British blockade,
manned principally by about 240 American and
Canadian volunteers.

e 22 %
i 7] Ulua/Haim Arlosoroff
/ Built 1912 former US Revenue cutter USCGC Unalga
e g Departed Baltimore; took on 1,378 refugees in Sweden and Italy
TR - Beached February 27, 1947, at Bat Galim, south of Haifa
i Refugees and crew interned in Cyprus

= o Abril/Ben Hecht
The Paducahand the Tradewinds, former naval vessels that

Norsyd/Haganah (Defense)

Built 1943; former Canadian navy corvetie HMCS Norsyd
Departed New York City; took on 2,678 refugees in Yugoslavia
Intercepted by Royal Navy and towed to Haifa July 29, 1946
Refugees and crew interned in Athlit, Palestine

“To make an example of Exodus 1947 the British
government ordered the passengers returned to France
and eventually Germany, where they were delivered to
Displaced Persons camps. The spectacle of survivors returned to the
country that had authored the Holocaust inflamed world opinion against
British policy and contributed to the successful vote in the U.N. in November
1947 to create a Jewish state.
[T ————
had been decommissioned and sold as war surplus were ook on 00 efugecs nFrance
typical o the Aliyah Bet ships purchased after World i ot ad e
Var I1. Here they are seen at anchor in the Miami
River. Designed for 80 to about 100 sailors, the

Cyprus; crew jailed Acre Prison

Tradewinds/Hatikva (The Hope)
Built 1896; former US Revenue cutter USCGC Gresharm
Departed Miamis took on 1,414 refugeesin aly
e — Rammed by Royal Navy destroyer May 17, 1947
cfugees and e :

President Warfield/Exodus 1947

Built 1928; former Chesapeake Bay excursion boat
Departed Philadelphia; took on 4, n France
Rammed by two destroyers, 3 persons killed, July 18,1947
Crew deported to US; most refugees sent to Germany

An officer from the Royal Marines
walks down the main deck of the
captured ship. The British won the
batdle. In the final accounting,
Exodus 1947 won the war.

passengers were 14 times more numerous than the
crews the ships were originally intended for.

Welders and carpenters in European shipyards later
tore away the ships’ insides, built enclosed wooden
superstructures on the upper decks, installed shely-
ing wherever possible to serve as bunks, and fashioned

makeshift latrines to dump human waste into the sea. The

Tradewinds ultimately brought 1,414 Polish, Hungarian,

Rumanian, and Czech refugees from the coast of Italy to the

shores of Palestine in a week-long journey. The Paducah

brought 1,388 mostly Rumanian refugees from Burgas,

Bulgaria, to Palestine in six days. Paducah/Geula (Redemption)

Built 1904; former icebreaker and US Navy patrol gunboat

Departed Miami; took on 1,388 refugees in Bulg
Intercepted by Royal Navy October 2, 1947
Refugees and crew interned in Cyprus

Paducah Friends

slorsae shown sshore in Biarrit,
july 1947 Lef o rightare Lovis Bl New.
York City; Reuben Schif Toronto; and Albert
rownsiin, Chicagn. A yar lte,on July 9, 194,
Louis Bll, 26, was ki while serving witha
Palmach army unit i the Negev.
Reuben Schiff, 22, was killd 1o days ot while
serving with th same unit. Bothare buried nea
each oher in el Avivs Naclat lzchak cemetery.

i, Harod K, Bston:Hogh McDond,Boson
Ny Grcael, New ok Gy

Northland/Medinat Hayehudim (Jewish St

Built 1927; former Coast Guard cutter USCGC Northland

Departed Baltimore; t

664 refugees in Bulgaria

0ok o
Intercepted by Royal Navy October 2, 1947
Refugees and crew interned in Cyprus

Pan York/Kibbu

aluyot (Ingathering of Exiles)

Built 1901; former Central American banana boat

Refitted in Yugoslavia; took on

57 refugees in Bulgaria

Escorted to Cyprus by Royal Navy January 1, 1948

¢

ew and refugees interned in Cyprus

Pan Crescent/Atzmaut (Independence)

Built 1901; former Central As

n banana boat

Refitted in Venice, Italy; took on 7,612 refugees in Bulgaria
Escorted to Cyprus by Royal Navy January 1, 1948
Crew and refugees interned in Cyprus

Entering Independent Isracl

Altalena
B
Departed Fort Lauderdale; load
Arrived in Isracl on June 22, 194
Ran aground and burned on Tel Aviv beach after being fired upon by

Isral army in dispute over division of arms. Seventeen persons on

1944; former US Navy LST-138

led arms, 940 passengers in France
8

both sides were killed in this incident,

Mala/Calanit (Anemone)

Built 1898; former US presidential yacht USS Mayflower
Departed NYC; loaded 1,200 refugees in France

Landed in Israel July 11,1948

Refugees became immediate ctizens of new state of Isracl

Exodus 1947 s t looked when it was.
towed into Haifa harbor. It received
the hole in ts side when a destroyer

length of its sdes.

urvivors board Exodus 1947

Holocaust survivorsfrom i

prepare o
board Fxodus 1947, then known as
President Warfed, in Set, France.
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the War of Independence, ane authorwote: Afer four
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in forall e, as it had permcated the wood and metalofthe Pan York™




Birth of the Isracli Navy

Five North American Aliyah Bet ships
became the backbone of Israel’s combat
fleet at the inception of the War of
Independence. The Northland became

an ENGLISH-
SPEAKING

Destination ro

‘This page of a flight log kept by flight engineer Bill Lichtman, 30, of

New York City shows that the B-17 took off from Miami on June 19,
1948. It landed in Zatec, Czechoslovakia, on
June 20 to be refitted with guns and bomb
racks. On its way to Isracl, it detoured for a

“ It may well be, that the participation in the IAF is what tipped bombing mission over Cairo, the first time
the scales in Isracl’s favor in the War of Independence,
‘whose outcome hung precariously in the balance.

Eilat A-16; Norsyd became Haganah K-20;
Beauharnois/Wedgwood became Wedgwood
K-18; Tradewinds became Hatikva K-22;
and Abril/Ben Hecht became Maoz K-24.

» an Israeli plane bombed Cairo in 1948.
This raid essentially put a stop to the daily
bombing of Tel Aviv by the Egyptians.
Because only a handful of Palestinian Jews had pilot ‘The pilot of the B-17 was Ray Kurtz,a
‘These were joined by Noga K-26, the former
Yucatan, which had arrived in Isracl after the
establishment of the state. It had also been flying crews that could help stop the Arab invasion. More than half
purchased in the ULS. ﬁ of all American and Canadian volunteers served in the air force.

acl turned to the Diaspora — primarily to former New York
Canada, England, and South Africa - for veteran Tmen and Lichtman were World War Il veterans.

Ray Kurtz
Volunteers from the U.S. and Canada served in the Israeli navy during the war.
Most prominent was Paul Shulman, an Annapolis graduate, who was named
commander of the navy. Shulman had been deeply involved in the acquisition of
Aliyah Bet ships in the United States, and served as Wedgwood K-18' captain in
addition to his other command duties. The Czech Connection
Top Canadian Ace Ge - ~ ; Alittle-known story of the Arab-Isracli war of
Three dozen volunteers also served as deck officers, skippers, radar and radio g shown - 1948 involved American planes, mostly-American

upe y offic electricians pilots and the decision of one small country to

and engine maintainers. They played important roles as instructors for the new Nzl planes elp another.
2,000-person navy.
After approval of the Partition Plan in November
On August 24, 1948, Haganah K-20and Wedgwood K-18 seized a ship named

Argiro that was bound for Egypt with a load of 8,000 rifles and 10 million rounds

A German Fighter Plane with Jewish Pilots 1947, virtually the entire world imposed an

sty gt lnes i the st fow monthsf thevar embargo on the sale and shipment of military
German

f ition purchased in C; ia. Aft the war material,
in er 5 Messerschmitt ME-109). Lefttorght,Cideon Lichinan, 24, = B B
Newark, New erseys 5 Porcrance, 26, Newark, N and substantial amount of C designed rifles,

Leon Frankel, 24,51 Paul, Minnesots. and even fighter planes to the Jewish state.

equipment to Israel—except Czechoslovakia, which agreed to sell a

they sank the Argiro. The rifles and ammunition were quickly distributed in Isracl.

Four of the Israeli warships engaged an Egyptian corvette and three Egyptian
spitfires on October 19, 1948. They shot down one of the spitfires and

damaged the corvette, which retreated. Three days later, the same four ships, with
the help of Shayetet 13 (Navy Seals), sank the Egyptian navy flagship King Farouk.

But Czechoslovakia was landlocked, surrounded by countries that would
not allow shipment of arms in violation of the embargo, and more than 1,800
e B miles from Israel. With a chartered C-54 and seven of the C-46s originally

a former TWA flight engineer, became the major purchased as war surplus in California, Machal pilots and crews i the Isracli

Air Force Air Transport Command began an airlift that would become one of

domo of aircraft purchase. He found and bought
the miracles of the War of Independence.

A wates endeges Mty Aromottef 13 surplus transport planes, organized the Air
NewYork, Exodus 1947 seaman. In ‘Transport Command that carried arms from
the background are food cans and

bags of potataes used o trytorepel X
the boarding party of Royal Marines, engineers and mechanics for the new air force, of

For more than three months—May, 1948 to August, 1948—Czechosloval
C: oslovakia and recruitec 1a of e pilots, o
zechoslovakia and recruited many of the pilot loaned Israel its Zatec air field. It became virtually an Israeli installation and
was used for refitting planes, training pilots, and warehousing guns and

ch he became second in command. He returnet
which he became second in command. He returned ammunition destined to be flown to Israel.

to Israel in 1950 to establish and head Israel

Aircraft Industries, which would become one of By the time the Czechs closed Zatec to the Israeli armed forces, Machal

Israel’s largest companies, with 20,000 employees. David Ben-Gurion, shown
hwimmer, described his activities in 1947-1948 as the Diaspora’s

volunteers in the Air Transport Command had completed 95 flights, carrying 25

here with Me-109s to Israel and an incredible 35 tons of arms and ammunition, including

more than 15,000 rifles, 4,000 d 3 million rounds of

Four Volunteers single most important contribution to the survival of Israel.
assigned to Shayetet 13, an underwater
demlbionun.

American Ace

Lefttoight font: Pl Kasnneoky Koy, NewYork iy Al Los Angeles.
Kamineaky and ineberghad been shipmateson the Tradewinds. Macuas Gaowun Sueson

Charle Winters 38,a Miami business-

Dol ‘man, sold Haganah supporters World
‘War 11 B-175 that he had been using

| to haulfruits and vegetables between
Puerto Rico and Miami,

S — y v REEN) crvitsig e oty At nd
ved s bunks. The shelves were 5 fet, 6 v sentenced to 18-months in a federal
il b b P iy prison. Hewas theanly American
oo Pt actually jailed for defying the
cmbargoss. Afc hisdeth n 1954,
isceman were tansfrred to sl forbural n the Templars

Cemetery in Jerusalem.
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AIDING

the GROUND
FORCES

Deployed for Battle
Aline of armored cars from the 7th Brigade’s 79th

Armored Bt ins ot rendide ating he THE 41 CANADIANS
American and Canadian volunteers served in virtually every unit of

X * command to move forward. About and AMERIC NS
:h;l:mch L\;rrly,wn:lb}u \ng r;;ll\llar\,"‘c).p:rlnc that man:’ biif ot the Amsaticans s Comidians A
had acquired in combat in World War I1. The approximately - :
~ . in the army were assigned to the 7th
1500 vllatées were s disine isofio i G srdl vy g y were ass who gave their | TVES
o A . . 73 Brigade, which was sometimes called
The men and women of Machal provided important special- o
ized skills in armor, weaponry, equipment maintenance, medical aid,
signals, and key positions of command.

the “Anglo-Saxon Brigade” because of
the large number of North Americans,
South Africans, and Englishmen in its
ranks. These armored cars were made
in Isracl.
David “Mickey” Marcus, 47, held the highest
command position of any American volunteer.
AWest Point graduate, this native of Manhattan's
Lower East Side had parachuted into Normandy . . R
with the 10lst Airborne Division on D-Day. He Py ————
wrote Israelsfirst field manual, and was named o e e
commander of the Jerusalem front by David 1T ot i oo
Ben-Gurion. He was the first officer to receive the iy 3 B | ishiing platoon n the s2nd Batiation
new rank of “aluf” (brigadier general). He was ofthe Giraa Bfgade.
accidentally killed by his own sentry during the
successful battle to open the road to surrounded
Jerusalem.

The Volunteers from Canada The Volunteers from the United States
(in the order in which they fell) (in the order in which they fell)

—

Hard conditions
AMachaloik burrows inor a nights se.
On basesoldirs were assigned a s
e matress, o lankets,andabed . . 7 Sebnsit,
el On September 7, 1948, Company B of the
blankets nto the fied during btle and 7th Brigade's 72nd Battalion was dispatched
‘used them as  barrier to the cold lscaeli: to counter an Arab advance on a hill near
nightsand the vicows sal 01110
the village of Tamra in the Western Galilee.
Company B was the only unit in the Israeli
army made up totally of English-speaking
volunteers. At one point in the battle, Capt. Sy it .
Norman Schutzman, 28, of Wilmington, - X
Delaware, ordered his men to fix bayonets

on their German rifles and rush the Arab positions atop the hill. This painting by

Charge of Company B

srvein sl amy
Ltk ot i Stanley Klorman of Los Angeles, a member of the company, depicts what is said to
Mosthad ity medicl eperience from be the only bayonet charge in the history of the Isracli army. The hill was retaken,
WorkdWarl.

but one Machalnik, Sid Leisure, 19, of Toronto, was killed.

Canadian rigadie,Ben Dunkelmn, 45,
ealFrank Perlonan, 28, Pitsburghs batleficd commanderin the Royal ]
Johannesburg, South Afrca.

\
Canadian Army during World War

cruited thefirst Canadian volunteers for

the lseacl armed forces and then oined

which routed Lebanese, Syrian, and Irag
invasion forcesinthe Central and Upper
Galilee in late October 1948 and secured that S———
First Tank Commander. Lionel Druker, rea a5 permanent partof the Jewis ”
of Sydney; Nova Scotia, wasthe
commander in the histo
rmy. Heand

“indicates non-Jewish volunteer
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... if anything should ever happen to me, I shall

not be sorry that 've come to Eretz
Tam grateful to you for having brought me
into this world at such a time that I have a chance
to fight for a free land for the Jews.

THE AMERICAN JEwisH HISTORICAL SocteTY
RELIES ON GENEROUS SUPPORT FROM INDIVIDUALS,
JOUNDATIONS AND CORPORATIONS T0 CARRY ON
The Volunteers from the United States
(in the order in which they fell) PROVIDING ACCESS TO THE ONGOING STORY OF
Jewism Lire x Ameica

ITS WORK OF COLLECTING, PRESERVING AND

)

s PERMANENT
HoME

The American Jewish Historical Society

I n 1982, Dr. Ralph Lowenstein, dean of the College of Journalism and

Communications at the University of Florida, with the support of American

Veterans of Israel (AVI), began gathering detailed questionnaires from 1,500
Americans and Canadians who, like himself, had served as volunteers during Isracl’'s
War of Independence. Nearly 30 years later, The Machal & Aliyah Bet Archives
have grown into an extraordinary treasure trove of personal surveys, photographs,
letters, correspondence, diary accounts of military service, memoirs, newspaper
articles, audio/visual interviews, official papers and more.

The American Jewish Historical Society
(AJHS) is honored to have been sclected
as the permanent home for this collection.
Since 1892, AJHS has documented the
rich tapestry of American Jewish life,
beginning with the first settlement of Jews
in New Amsterdam in 1654. With more
than 20 million documents, 50,000 books,
10,000 photographs and thousands of
rare artifacts, ATHS was named a “Major
Resource Library” by the Department of
Education, a category reserved for a select
group of institutions.

Today, the collections are housed at the Center for Jewish History in New York City
and in the New England Historic Genealogical Society (NEHGS) in Boston. Our
New York City center houses these archives and is a public research library enabling
visitors to access our remarkable collection with ease. In addition, our content-
rich website (www.ajhs.org) offers researchers the opportunity to explore and
discover our extraordinary holdings.

Thanks to the support of generous donors, the Machal & Aliyah Bet Archives are
accessible to scholars, students, teachers, researchers, museums, filmmakers, writers,
publishers, genealogists and lifelong learners who want to research, document and
discover this important period of American Jewish history.
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